
Dear (insert name of MP) 

I am writing to you both as a member of your constituency and also proud parent/sibling/

grandparent/teacher etc to (insert name) a (young person/child/adult) with Down’s 

syndrome. We would ask that you kindly consider joining the APPG for Down’s syndrome 

that is being formed to ensure the voices of those with Down’s syndrome including my 

(son/grandson/brother/student/friend etc) are heard at Parliament. 

A coalition of national and regional groups have formed to act as the secretariat to the 

APPG.  The statement of purpose for the APPG is to campaign for equal access and 

provision to ensure equality and promote respect at all stages of life for people with 

Down's syndrome. 

Over recent years there have been huge advances in medical and educational 

development to enable people with Down’s syndrome to live full, rewarding and long 

lives, yet ironically whilst the future is looking so bright for our children and young people, 

outdated attitudes and legislation, discriminate against people with Down’s syndrome 

from the womb to the grave. 

• In maternity services there is a blatant negative bias, with 69% of expectant women 

being offered a termination in the same conversation as being advised baby has Down’s 

syndrome. 

• Termination to full term is permitted on the grounds of baby having Down’s syndrome. 

Women's choices to continue are not supported with no care pathway and pressure to 

terminate - expectant women being told 'it's not too late', at 36 weeks. 

• In health care, the LeDeR report has cited that people with learning disabilities die on 

average 16 years younger than people without. It is estimated that 1,200 people with a 

learning disability die avoidably in the NHS each year. 

• Employment opportunities are woefully inadequate, with only 6% of adults with a 

learning disability being in paid work. 

• The annual research spending per person with Down’s syndrome to improve quality of 

life is currently in the region of £16.52, of which only £5.33 is towards treatment studies to 

test interventions. 

People with Down’s syndrome deserve better and with your support we can ensure that 

their voices and views are represented to ensure equality for all. 

I look forward to hearing favourably from you, should you require any further information 

please do not hesitate to contact me or the coalition by emailing dsappg@gmail.com 

Yours sincerely 

(insert your name)


